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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE SPANISH AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION OF THE KINGDOM OF SPAIN AND UNITAID REPRESENTED BY THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION REGARDING A MULTI-YEAR FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTION FOR 2024, 2025 AND 2026 TO SUPPORT UNITAID'S STRATEGY RELATED TO ACCELERATING THE ACQUISITION AND USE OF ESSENTIAL HEALTH PRODUCTS 

The Director of the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation (AECID), a state agency attached to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation of the Kingdom of Spain (hereinafter AEClD), in exercise of the powers delegated by the President of the AECID, by Resolution of 2 July 2009 (BOE 30/07/2009).
and
The Executive Director of Unitaid, in accordance with his delegation of authority.
RECALLING
That Spanish Cooperation has as a priority in health cooperation, the achievement of Universal Health Coverage, with a special focus on the human right to health and on collaborating, so that all populations have access to health systems, health products and health policies that are effective, sustainable and appropriate to the cultural context, paying special attention to the drug and diagnostic needs of the most vulnerable populations in the least developed countries that the pharmaceutical market is unable to reach.
That Unitaid is playing a decisive role in promoting equitable access in the introduction of high-impact medical products, especially in prevention and in the access of high-risk populations to preventive, treatment and early diagnosis tools, capable of being used in contexts characterized by a minimal presence of health systems.
That Unitaid is a global health initiative established to provide sustainable, predictable and additional funding to significantly impact market dynamics, to reduce prices and increase the availability of high-quality drugs and diagnostics for the treatment of HIV/AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis for people in developing countries.
That Unitaid is not a separate legal entity and is a partnership hosted by the World Health Organization (WHO). In that capacity, WHO undertakes to enter into this memorandum of understanding on behalf of and for the benefit of Unitaid.
HAVE COME TO THE FOLLOWING UNDERSTANDING: 
1. That the AECID will make a voluntary multi-year contribution, subject to legislative appropriations, of no less than € 2,000,000 (two million euros) per year for the period of 2024, 2025 and 2026, totaling a contribution of no less than € 6,000,000 (six million euros) to Unitaid (hereinafter, the "Contribution"), authorized by the Council of Ministers on April 16, 2024, and formalized by a resolution of AECID (hereinafter the “memorandum”).
2. The Contribution will be used to fund the implementation of Unitaid’s 2023-2027 Strategy.
3. [bookmark: _Hlk14353377]The full amount of the Contribution will be divided into three yearly payments to Unitaid, in 2024, 2025 and 2026, before December 31 of each year, with the first payment following the signing of this memorandum by both Parties. Unitaid will not be obligated to implement any activity related to the Contribution until it has first received the first year’s full amount of the Contribution. AECID undertakes to deposit the Contribution, in euros, in accordance with the payment deadline mentioned above, into the following bank account in Geneva: 
Beneficiary: UNITAID
Account Holder: World Health Organization
Bank name: UBS
Branch address: Case postal 2600, Geneva 2, CH-1211, Switzerland
BIC/SWIFT:	UBSWCHZH80A
Please provide the following reference: “for XL-90 WHO/UNITAID Trust Fund”
EUR  Account number: 240-C0169920.1
IBAN:	CH8500240240C01699201
4. The signatories designate the following units responsible at the administrative, technical and economic-financial level for the purposes of coordination, monitoring and review of the actions they carry out of the financing lines:
	At AECID:
· the Department of Multilateral Cooperation, of the Directorate of Multilateral, Horizontal and Financial Cooperation of the AECID, represented by Ms Blanca Yañez, Head of the Department: mailto:cooperation.multilateral@aecid.es 
· [bookmark: _Hlk19872191][bookmark: _Hlk19872314]This unit will be assisted by the Directorate-General for Sustainable Development Policies (DGPOLDES) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, European Union and Cooperation, for everything related to the planning and strategic monitoring of the Contribution.
	At Unitaid:
· The Department of External Relations and Communications of Unitaid, represented by its Deputy Executive Director Mr Tenu Afavia (avafiat@unitaid.who.int), alternatively represented by the Resource Mobilization Manager, Mr Matthew Lindley: (lindleym@unitaid.who.int). 
5. Unitaid will provide reports to the Unitaid’s Executive Board, of which Spain is a Member, in accordance with Unitaid’s policies and procedures on the implementation of its 2023-2027 Strategy.
6. The signatories acknowledge and agree that all contributions to Unitaid (including the Contribution under this memorandum) are subject exclusively to WHO/Unitaid's internal and external audit procedures. 
7. [bookmark: _Hlk150359017]Unitaid undertakes to adopt appropriate dissemination or publicity measures (in accordance with WHO/Unitaid's rules, policies, procedures and internal practices) to give visibility to the Contribution in the implementation of the activities financed by the Contribution. Unitaid and AECID will make every effort to coordinate with each other with respect to any press release, public announcement or promotional material related to this memorandum of understanding, the Contribution or the relationship between the signatories. Similarly, Unitaid and AECID will make every effort not to hold any press conference or make any public statement about this memorandum, the Contribution or the relationship between the signatories, without first consulting the other party. Both Unitaid and AECID will use their best efforts to provide the other party with a copy of such press releases, public announcements and promotional materials. Upon written request of AECID, Unitaid will provide a phrase for inclusion in such public announcements or promotional materials. AECID shall not use Unitaid’s logo without the express prior written consent of Unitaid. If Unitaid provides its written consent to AECID to use its logo, the use shall be governed by Unitaid's rules, policies, procedures and practices regarding the location, size and prominence of its logo.
8. The signatories recognize the need for close cooperation to achieve the objectives of this memorandum. To this end, inter alia, efforts will be made to hold consultations and meetings between AECID and Unitaid on a semi-annual basis (or when one or both of them considers it appropriate) and information will be exchanged on a regular basis.
9. Unitaid undertakes to manage the Contribution provided by AECID in accordance with the provisions of this memorandum, together with WHO’s Financial Rules and Regulations, policies, practices and procedures and the financial and administrative rules and practices of Unitaid.
10. Unitaid undertakes to use the interest income or financial returns generated from the Contribution in accordance with WHO’s Financial Rules and Regulations.
11. Unitaid undertakes to inform AECID when it proves impossible to allocate the Contribution to the intended purposes, deciding by mutual agreement, in an instrument of a similar nature to this memorandum, on the way to proceed, the purpose of the Contribution or the refund, as the case may be.
12. The Parties undertake to settle amicably, through direct negotiations, any question that may arise from the interpretation, implementation and execution of this memorandum.
13. [bookmark: _Hlk22197758]This memorandum shall commence its application upon the signature of the signatories and shall be completed by the end of the implementation of Unitaid’s 2023 – 2027 Strategy.
14. Nothing in this memorandum, or any document relating thereto, or any act relating thereto, shall be construed as an express or implied waiver of any of the privileges and/or immunities enjoyed by WHO/Unitaid under any national or international law or convention.
15. This memorandum is of an inter-institutional nature, reflects a declaration of willingness by the signatories to work together for a common objective, based on the principle of good faith, and will be governed only by the clauses constituting it. This memorandum may not be amended except by mutual written agreement of the signatories, and by an instrument of a similar nature.


And in proof of conformity with the foregoing, the present memorandum is signed, in all its pages.
	
DATE

	In Madrid,

For the AECID of the Kingdom of Spain,
	In Geneva, 

For WHO on behalf and for the benefit of Unitaid

	
The President of the Spanish Agency for International Development Operations  
P.S. (Resolution of 2 July 2009 of the Presidency of the AECID, amended by Resolution of 6 May 2011), 

The Director of the Spanish Agency for International Development Cooperation,




	
Dr. Philippe Duneton
Executive Director
Unitaid

	Antón Leis García
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